e

S )K Al-Kilmah: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Arab dan Humaniora
‘/6‘2> : Vol. 5, No. 1, Juni 2026, hal. 12~26
z e-ISSN: 2963-2889 DOI: 10.58194/al-kilmah.v5i1.3554

The Role of Arabic Linguistics in the Development of Modern
Linguistic Theory

Adittia Batalipul, Widiya Ayuningsi Retno Anggraini?
IAIN Sultan Amai Gorontalo, Indonesiat
UIN Walisongo Semarang, Indonesia?
aditbatalipu545@gmail.com?, widiyaayuning@gmail.com?,

Article Information

ABSTRACT

Article history:

Received 09-05-2026
Accepted 14-05-2026
Published 02-06-2026

Keywords:

Arabic Linguistics,
Modern Linguistic Theory,
Phonology,

Semantic,

Pragmatic.

This study aims to explore the role of Arabic linguistics in
the development of modern linguistic theory through an in-
depth analysis of the traditions and intellectual
contributions of classical Arabic linguists. Using a
descriptive qualitative approach, this study involves three
main stages: data collection from primary and secondary
literature, critical analysis of Arabic linguistic theories, and
synthesis and interpretation of the results to identify their
relevance to contemporary linguistics. The results indicate
that Arabic linguistics has made significant contributions in
several areas, such as phonology through the analysis of
points and modes of articulation; syntax and semantics
through Al-Jurjani’s nazm theory; and pragmatics through
the balaghah approach, which emphasizes social context
and communicative intent. Furthermore, the holistic
approach of Arabic linguistics—which integrates
phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
aesthetics—enriches modern linguistic insights, which tend
to be fragmented. Intellectual transfer through the
translation of works by Arabic linguists into Latin also
served as the foundation for the development of linguistics
in medieval Europe. This study concludes that the Arabic
linguistic tradition not only influenced modern linguistic
theories but also offers innovative approaches that remain
relevant to this day. These findings underscore the
importance of exploring the relationship between classical
and modern scholarly traditions to understand the
complexity of language in a more holistic manner.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Linguistics, as a branch of science that delves into the essence, structure, and
function of language, has a long journey involving the contributions of various
civilizations [1]. One of the civilizations that played an important role was the Arab
civilization, which in the golden age of Islam produced monumental works in the field
of linguistics [2]. The Arabic linguistic tradition has not only focused on the
documentation of grammatical rules, but has also ventured into phonetic, semantics,
morphology, and syntactic analysis that have become important bases in the
development of modern linguistics [3]. Through a systematic and deductive approach,
Arab scholars have succeeded in establishing a foundation of knowledge that is not
only relevant to the Arabic language, but also of universal value [4].

History records that Arabic linguistics developed rapidly since the 8th century AD,
along with the need to maintain the purity of the language of the Qur'an as a guideline
for Muslims [5]. In this effort, figures such as Sibawayh in the book of the Book of Al-
Kitab and Al-Khalil bin Ahmad with the Al-'Ayn dictionary became pioneers in detailed
grammatical analysis [6]. They not only documented the rules of Arabic grammar, but
also created methods of analysis that integrated phonetic, morphological, and syntactic
aspects [7]. This method has not only become a reference in the study of the Arabic
language, but has also been an inspiration for linguistic traditions outside the Islamic
world [8].

In the later period, Arabic linguistic works were translated into Latin and other
European languages during the Middle Ages [9]. This translation process, which took
place in scientific centers such as Toledo and Sicily, became a bridge for Arab thought
to influence the Western world. Arabic linguistic ideas began to be integrated with
Western scientific traditions, which in turn gave birth to new theories in modern
linguistics[10]. One important aspect of this contribution is the empirical approach
that characterizes Arabic linguistic analysis [11]. This approach would later become
the basis for the development of linguistics as a science based on data and facts [12].

Fonologi dan morfologi merupakan dua bidang yang sangat dipengaruhi oleh
tradisi linguistik Arab[13] . Dalam analisis fonologi, para sarjana Arab seperti Al-Khalil
bin Ahmad memperkenalkan konsep penyusunan fonem berdasarkan pola yang logis
dan sistematis. Hal ini terlihat dalam struktur kamus Al-'Ayn yang mengklasifikasikan
kata berdasarkan akar kata, memungkinkan pengelompokan kata secara efisien.
Pendekatan ini kemudian diadaptasi oleh para linguis modern dalam pengembangan
teori morfologi generative [14].

In addition, the concept of Arabic grammar developed by Sibawayh in his book
provides the basis for transformational grammar theory. Rules arranged with
deductive logic became the forerunner of the generative grammar theory introduced
by Noam Chomsky [15]. Although this theory developed in the context of Western
linguistics, its fundamental elements could not be separated from the influence of
Arabic linguistic thought [16].

Furthermore, semantic analysis in the Arabic linguistic tradition also made a
significant contribution. Arabic scholars not only discuss the meaning of words
lexically, but also examine the relationship of meaning in grammatical and pragmatic
contexts [17]. This is in line with the development of modern semantic theory which
emphasizes the importance of context in the analysis of meaning. Through this
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semantic approach, the Arabic linguistic tradition shows that language is not only a
means of communication, but also a reflection of the complexity of human thought [18].

The relationship between Arabic linguistics and modern linguistic theory can also
be seen in the universal approach to language. Arabic scholars believe that language
has a basic structure that can be universally analyzed, although there are differences
in its practical application [19]. This idea is in line with modern linguists' efforts to find
universal principles in grammar that apply to all human languages [20].

In addition to translation, the interaction between the Arabic linguistic tradition
and the Western world also occurred through trade, diplomacy, and education [21].
This strengthened the spread of Arabic linguistic ideas in various parts of the world,
which in turn influenced the way of viewing language as an object of scientific study
[22].

Nonetheless, Arabic's linguistic contributions often lack the recognition they
deserve in modern linguistic history [23]. In fact, this intellectual heritage is an
important bridge for the development of linguistics as a discipline that stands firmly
on the scientific traditions of various civilizations. By reviewing these contributions,
we can understand how cross-cultural interactions shape the development of science
[24].

This article aims to delve deeper into the role of Arabic linguistics in the formation
of modern linguistic theory. By mapping these contributions, we can understand how
the Arabic scientific tradition provided a solid foundation for the development of
linguistic theories that are still relevant today. This discussion is not only important to
understand the history of linguistics, but also to appreciate the contribution of Arab
civilization in building the foundations of global science.

2. METHODS

This study uses a qualitative method with an analytical descriptive approach to
examine the role of Arabic linguistics in the formation of modern linguistic theories
[25]. This method aims to understand the relationship between the Arabic linguistic
tradition and modern linguistic theory through the analysis of historical data and
theoretical concepts. The data used in this study consisted of primary and secondary
literature, such as classical works of Arabic linguistics, historical documents of
translation, and modern literature on linguistics. This approach allows researchers to
analyze the contributions of Arabic linguistics in depth in the context of the
development of global linguistics.
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Picture 2.1 Research Methodology

Based on Figure 2.1 above regarding the research method, it can be explained that
the research method diagram describes the systematic flow of this research process,
starting from the data collection stage to drawing conclusions. Each stage in the
diagram is interconnected to ensure that the research is conducted in a structured and
directed manner.

In the first stage, Data Collection, researchers identify and collect relevant
literature, both from Arabic linguistic classics such as Sibawayh's Al-Kitab, and from
modern literature on linguistic theory. This process is carried out to provide a
comprehensive data base as material for analysis [26].

The second stage is Historical and Conceptual Analysis, where the data that has
been collected is analyzed from two main perspectives. Historical analysis is focused
on tracing the process of Arabic linguistic development and its dissemination through
translation to the Western world. Meanwhile, conceptual analysis focuses on the
discussion of the content of Arabic linguistic theories, such as grammar, semantics, and
phonology, as well as how these elements can be related to modern linguistic theory
[27].

Furthermore, the results of the analysis are summarized in the Synthesis and
Interpretation stages. At this stage, the findings of historical and conceptual analysis
are brought together to form a complete picture of the contribution of Arabic linguistics
to the formation of modern linguistic theory. An in-depth interpretation is carried out
to explain the interconnectedness and relevance between the Arabic linguistic
tradition and ideas in modern linguistics [28].

The final stage, Drawing Conclusions, is the process of formulating answers to
research questions based on the results of synthesis and interpretation [29]. The
resulting conclusions provide a clear view of the role of Arabic linguistics in shaping
modern linguistic theory as well as open up opportunities for further research that can
broaden understanding of this topic [30].
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Data Collection

At the data collection stage, this research focuses on two main types of literature:
first, the classical works of Arabic linguistics that are the foundation of the
development of linguistics, and second, modern literature that examines contemporary
linguistic theory and its relationship to the Arabic linguistic tradition. The main focus
of this stage is to ensure that the data collected cover historical and theoretical aspects
relevant to the discussion of the role of Arabic linguistics in the formation of modern
linguistic theory.

The classical works of Arabic linguistics that became the main object of study
were Al-Kitab by Sibawayh and Al-'Ayn by Al-Khalil bin Ahmad. Al-Kitab is one of the
earliest and most comprehensive linguistic works in the history of Arabic linguistics.
This book records the rules of Arabic grammar in a systematic manner, including
phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Sibawayh uses an empirical approach
based on observation of spoken and written Arabic. This approach not only reflects an
in-depth scientific method, but also provides an overview of how language can be
analyzed as a structured system.

Al-'Ayn's Al-'Ayn Dictionary is another major contribution to the Arabic linguistic
tradition. This dictionary uses a unique and innovative root grouping system. The root
of words is phonetically sorted, ranging from the least used letters to the most
frequently used in Arabic. This approach not only helps in the efficient grouping of
vocabulary, but it also paves the way for broader morphological pattern analysis. Data
from Al-'Ayn show how phonology and morphology can be combined to understand the
structure of language as a whole.

In addition, the study also examined historical documents documenting the

process of translating Arabic works into Latin and other European languages in the
Middle Ages. Translation centers such as Toledo in Spain and Sicily became the main
places where Arabic scholarly texts were translated into Latin. This document shows
how the idea of Arabic linguistics was introduced to the Western world through the
process of translation, which then influenced the development of modern linguistics.

In addition to the classical literature, the study also collects modern literature on
linguistic theories, such as the generative grammar theory developed by Noam
Chomsky. This literature helps to identify elements of the Arabic linguistic tradition
that have similar principles to contemporary linguistic theories. For example,
Chomsky's generative grammar that focuses on the deep structure of language bears
some resemblance to the deductive approach used in the Bible.

Other data collected include modern analyses of phonology and morphology in
the Arabic linguistic tradition. Previous research has shown that analytical approaches
in Arabic linguistics have made significant contributions to the study of modern
phonology and morphology. For example, the concept of grouping words based on the
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root of words in Al-'Ayn became the basis for the development of generative
morphology theory.

In collecting data, the study also leveraged scientific journals and articles that
discussed the relationship between the Arabic linguistic tradition and modern
linguistic developments. These articles provide additional perspectives on how the
Arabic linguistic tradition influences empirical approaches in the study of
contemporary linguistics. This empirical approach is reflected in the analysis of
phonetic and syntactic data conducted by Arab scholars.

In an effort to ensure the completeness of the data, the research also included a

review of the literature on cross-cultural influences on the development of linguistics.
The interaction between Arab and Western linguistic traditions during the Middle Ages
provides a clear picture of how the idea of Arabic linguistics was adopted and adapted
to Western scientific traditions.

Other relevant data are documents on the historical context of the development
of Arabic linguistics. This document shows how religious motivation to maintain the
purity of the language of the Qur'an was a major driver for the development of Arabic
linguistics. This approach then developed into a universal linguistic study, including
the analysis of various aspects of language.

From the results of data collection, it was also found that Arabic linguistics has
advantages in terms of a holistic approach. Arab scholars not only study grammar, but
also integrate phonetic, morphological, semantic, and pragmatic aspects. These data
show that Arabic linguistics offers a comprehensive model of analysis, which later
became the inspiration for modern linguistic theories.

In addition, data on the translation process also provides insight into how Arabic
linguistic ideas are understood and adapted by Western scientific traditions. This
process shows the existence of an intense intellectual dialogue between the Islamic
world and the Western world, which enriches the scholarly traditions on both sides.

In the context of modern data collection, this study also notes the recognition of
the contribution of Arabic linguistics by contemporary linguists. For example, many
linguists acknowledge that morphological analysis in Arabic linguistics provides the
basis for the development of morphological theories in the modern era. This
demonstrates the continued relevance of the Arabic linguistic tradition in the study of
linguistics today.

3.2. Historical and Conceptual Analysis

At the historical analysis stage, this research focuses on how the Arabic linguistic
tradition developed in historical context and how its influence spread to various other
scientific traditions, especially in the Western world. The Arabic linguistic tradition
does not appear in a blank space; it develops from the need to maintain the integrity
and purity of the language of the Qur'an. These early efforts sparked a systematic study
of the grammatical structure of Arabic, which eventually gave birth to major works
such as Al-Kitab by Sibawayh and Al-'Ayn by Al-Khalil bin Ahmad. This historical

analysis provides an in-depth understanding of the intellectual roots of Arabic
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linguistics as well as the social and cultural backgrounds that influenced the
development of this science.

During the golden age of Islam, Arabic became the main language of science,
administration, and communication in the Islamic world. In this context, the need to
have precise and systematic grammar is becoming increasingly urgent. In response,
Muslim scholars began to formulate grammatical rules based on empirical
observations of spoken and written Arabic. Historical analysis shows that the Book of
Sibawayh is one of the most monumental achievements in the history of Arabic
linguistics, as it manages to integrate phonology, morphology, and syntax into one
coherent theoretical framework.

At the same time, Muslim scholars have also broadened their linguistic scope to
include semantics and pragmatics. For example, Al-Jurjani's work, Dala'il al-I'jaz,
emphasizes the importance of context in understanding the meaning of a sentence, a
concept that later became an integral part of modern linguistic theory. Historical
analysis reveals that this comprehensive approach aims not only to understand the
structure of language, but also to explain the function and use of language in social and
cultural contexts.

Furthermore, historical analysis focuses on how Arabic linguistic ideas spread to

the Western world through the process of translation. In the 12th and 13th centuries,
the city of Toledo in Spain and Sicily became a major center for the translation of Arabic
works into Latin. Translators such as Gerard of Cremona played an important role in
introducing Arabic linguistic ideas to the Western scientific tradition. This process is
not just a translation of the language, but also involves the adaptation of Arabic
linguistic concepts into Western frameworks of thought.

In the historical context, this analysis shows that the Arabic linguistic tradition
not only influenced the development of linguistics in the Islamic world, but also
contributed significantly to the formation of the foundations of modern linguistics in
the West. For example, the concepts of phonetic analysis and morphological
classification developed by Arab scholars were adopted by Western linguists in their
efforts to understand and categorize European languages.

At the conceptual analysis stage, this study highlights the key elements in Arabic
linguistic theory and how they relate to modern linguistic theories. One of the major
contributions of Arabic linguistics is its approach based on language patterns and
structures. For example, in Al-Kitab, Sibawayh uses a deductive approach to analyze
the phonological and morphological structure of Arabic. This approach bears a
resemblance to the generative grammar theory developed by Noam Chomsky, which
also focuses on deep patterns in language structure.

Conceptual analysis also shows that Arabic linguistics has a holistic view of
language. Arab scholars not only study technical aspects such as phonology and syntax,
but also explore the relationships between language, meaning, and social context. For
example, Al-Jurjani's theory of meaning of nazm (word order) emphasizes that

meaning is determined not only by individual words, but also by the relationships
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between words in a sentence. This concept has strong relevance to modern semantic
theory, which also recognizes the importance of context in determining meaning.

In this historical and conceptual analysis, it was found that the Arabic linguistic
tradition also made an important contribution to the development of modern
phonology. For example, phonetic analysis in the Bible provides the basis for the
development of more complex phonological theories in the modern era. The concepts
of sound and articulation discussed by Sibawayh, such as the grouping of consonants
by articulation points, became the inspiration for the development of contemporary
phonetic analysis models.

In addition, this analysis reveals that the Arabic linguistic tradition has
advantages in terms of systematization and classification. For example, Al-'Ayn's Al-
‘Ayn dictionary by Al-Khalil bin Ahmad serves not only as a linguistic reference, but
also as a model for organizing information logically. This classification model became
the inspiration for the development of modern dictionaries and other lexicographic
systems.

The results of this historical and conceptual analysis show that the Arabic

linguistic tradition is not only relevant in historical contexts, but also has an ongoing
relevance in the study of modern linguistics. Elements such as an empirical approach,
in-depth pattern analysis, and attention to social context suggest that Arabic linguistics
has tremendous intellectual resilience.

In addition, it was found that the Arabic linguistic tradition offers a unique
perspective on the relationship between language and culture. This analysis shows that
Arabic linguistics focuses not only on the internal structure of language, but also on the
function of language as a means of communication that reflects social and cultural
values. This perspective has made an important contribution to the development of
modern sociolinguistics and pragmatics.
3.3.Synthesis and Interpretation

Synthesis and interpretation are the final stages that aim to integrate findings
from data collection and historical-conceptual analysis into a coherent framework.
This stage not only compiles the data to be more structured but also provides an in-
depth interpretation of the relationship between classical Arabic linguistics and
modern linguistics. In the context of this study, synthesis plays a role in finding a
common ground between normative Arabic traditions and descriptive modern
linguistics, while interpretation offers a new perspective on the contribution of Arabic
linguistics to the development of linguistic theory.

The first step of synthesis is to combine the data collection results of classical
Arabiclinguistic works, such as Sibawayh's Al-Kitab and Al-Jurjani's nazm theory , with
modern linguistic principles such as generative phonology, structural semantics, and
pragmatics. These results show that although they appear in different cultural contexts
and times, many of the principles of Arabic linguistics are fundamentally parallel to
modern theories. This indicates that the Arabic linguistic tradition has a universality
that transcends geographical and temporal boundaries.
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One of the important findings in this synthesis is the relevance of the nazm theory
developed by Al-Jurjani to modern syntax and semantics. Nazm emphasizes the
importance of inter-word relationships in a sentence to determine meaning, a concept
similar to structural semantic theory that states that meaning lies not only in the word
individually, but also in the relationships between elements in the sentence structure.
This interpretation shows that nazm is not just a traditional theory, but an idea that is
visionary and relevant to the development of modern linguistics.

On the phonological aspect, this synthesis finds that the classification of sounds

by point and method of articulation in Sibawayh's work has provided the initial basis
for the study of modern generative phonology. Arabic phonology emphasizes the
distinctive features of sound and the difference between vowel sounds and consonants,
which later became one of the pillars of modern phonological theory. This
interpretation reveals that the linguistic contribution of Arabic is not only limited to
the description of sounds but also has a conceptual dimension capable of influencing
other scientific traditions.

In pragmatics, the synthesis highlights the theory of balaghah that emphasizes the
effectiveness of communication based on social context and rhetorical goals. This
theory has similarities with modern relevance theory which focuses on the way
language is used to achieve a certain effect on the audience. This interpretation
suggests that Arabic linguistics has long recognized the importance of the social
dimension in the use of language, something that was only emphasized in modern
linguistics centuries later.

This synthesis also shows the differences between the Arabic and modern
linguistic traditions, particularly in terms of purpose and approach. Arabic linguistics
tends to be normative, with a focus on the preservation of the Qur'anic language, while
modern linguistics is descriptive and more inclusive of language variations. Although
different, these interpretations reveal that the two approaches can complement each
other in understanding the dynamics of language as a whole.

One of the great contributions of Arabic linguistics found in this stage is its
integration between linguistics and language aesthetics. For example, the theory of
balaghah not only discusses the structure of language, but also assesses its beauty and
effectiveness in a literary context. This is an additional dimension rarely found in
modern linguistic theory, which tends to be more technical and less concerned with
aesthetic aspects.

The synthesis stage also identifies how Arabic linguistic concepts have

anticipated the development of modern linguistic theory. For example, Sibawayh's
systematic approach to grammatical analysis is similar to the methodology of modern
structuralism that seeks to understand the relationships between components in a
system. This interpretation pays tribute to the intellectual insight of classical Arabic
linguists who managed to formulate theories with high precision.

In addition, the holistic approach to Arabic linguistics that includes phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics provides a broader perspective than modern
linguistic approaches that often focus on specific aspects. This holism offers new

20 | Al-Kilmah: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Arab dan Humaniora



Adittia Batalipu | The Role of Arabic Linguistics in the Development of Modern ...

inspiration for contemporary linguistic theory to pay more attention to the integration
between aspects of language.

The interpretation of these results also reveals that the Arabic linguistic tradition
has contributed to the development of scientific methodology. For example, the
deductive analysis used by Sibawayh and Al-Jurjani shows that Arabic linguistics has
an epistemological depth comparable to that of modern scientific methods. This
provides evidence that the Arab tradition is not only descriptively rich but also
methodologically innovative.

The synthesis at this stage also highlights the importance of cultural context in
understanding the linguistic contribution of Arabic. Many of the theories developed by
Arabic linguists were born out of the need to maintain the integrity of Arabic as a
language of religion and culture, so that it has a strong pragmatic relevance. This
interpretation suggests that linguistic theories are always influenced by the social and
historical context in which they developed.

From the results of this synthesis, it was found that the Arabic linguistic tradition

offers a conceptual framework that can be used to expand the understanding of
modern linguistic theory. For example, the contextual and aesthetic approaches
emphasized in balaghah can help explain language phenomena that are not fully
covered by modern technical theories. This shows the potential of the Arabic tradition
to enrich contemporary scientific perspectives.

Further interpretation also highlights that Arabic linguistics made a significant
contribution in bridging the Eastern and Western scholarly traditions. In many cases,
Arabic linguistic theories were translated into Latin and became a reference for
medieval European linguists, who later developed these ideas into modern theory.

One of the challenges in this stage is integrating concepts from two traditions that
differ in terminology and methodology. However, this synthesis manages to show that
despite the differences in terminology, the essence of many Arabic and modern
linguistic concepts is actually very similar. This shows the universality of linguistic
principles that transcend cultural differences.

At the interpretation stage, it was found that Arabic linguistics has the potential
to inspire interdisciplinary approaches in the study of language. For example, the
integration between linguistics, rhetoric, and literature in the Arabic tradition could
serve as a model for more holistic modern linguistic research. This interpretation
provides insight into how cross-disciplinary approaches can enrich the study of
language as a whole.
3.4.Analysis Results

Table 3.1 Results of Analysis of the Role of Arabic Linguistics with Modern

Linguistic Aspects The Role of Arabic Relevance to Modern

Linguistics Linguistics
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Phonology

Syntax and Semantics

Pragmantics

Holism

Intellectual Transfer

Linguistic Aesthetics

Classification of sounds by
point and way of
articulation

Nazm's theory of the
relationship between
sentence elements
Balaghah emphasizes social
context and communicative
purpose

Integration of phonology,
morphology, syntax,
semantics and aesthetics
Translation of Arabic
linguists' works into Latin

Emphasis on the beauty of
language through balaghah
and rhetorical theory

Similar to distinguishing
feature theory in generative
phonology

Foundations for structural
semantics

Similar concepts to
relevance theory in modern
pragmatics

Inspiration for a more
holistic linguistic approach

The basis for the
development of medieval
Western linguistics

The aesthetic dimension is
rarely found in modern
linguistics

Based on table 3.1 above, it can be summarized that the role of Arabic linguistics
in various aspects of modern linguistics is systematic, making it easier to understand
the contribution of classical Arabic linguistic traditions to the development of global
linguistics. The first column, "Linguistic Aspects,” identifies the main areas of language
studies, such as phonology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, holism, intellectual transfer,
and linguistic aesthetics. Each of these aspects represents important dimensions in the
study of language that have been the focus of attention in both classical and modern
Arabic linguistics.

In the second column, "The Role of Arabic Linguistics," the specific contributions
of the Arabic linguistic tradition that are relevant to each aspect are explained. For
example, in phonology, Arabic linguistics has provided a very detailed classification of
sounds based on points and ways of articulation. This contribution suggests that the
Arabic tradition had great attention to the detailed analysis of sound, which became an
important foundation for the study of modern generative phonology. Likewise, in
syntax and semantics, Al-Jurjani’s nazm theory provides the view that the relationship
between elements in a sentence determines its meaning. This theory is one of the
important pillars in understanding structural semantics in modern linguistics.

The third column, "Relevance to Modern Linguistics," highlights the similarities
or relationships between the contributions of Arabic linguistics and contemporary
theories. For example, pragmatic concepts in modern linguistics, such as relevance
theory, turn out to have similar roots to the balaghah approach in the Arabic tradition
that emphasizes the importance of social context and communicative purpose in
understanding language. This shows that the Arabic linguistic tradition has long been
aware of the social dimension of language, long before modern pragmatic studies
developed.

The holistic approach that characterizes Arabic linguistics is also recognized as
one of the strengths of this tradition. In the Arabic tradition, phonology, morphology,
syntax, semantics, and aesthetics are not separated, but rather studied integratively.
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This kind of approach inspires modern linguistics to not only focus on specific aspects
butalso to pay attention to the interactions between those aspects in language systems.

One of the other great contributions is intellectual transfer. The works of Arabic
linguists such as Sibawayh and Al-Jurjani were translated into Latin in the Middle Ages
and became the basis for linguistic development in Europe. This shows that the Arabic
linguistic tradition has an impact not only locally but also globally, becoming a bridge
between Eastern and Western scholarship.

Finally, the linguistic aesthetic dimension emphasized in balaghah provides a
unique perspective that is often overlooked in modern linguistics. The Arabic tradition
not only analyzes the structure of language but also evaluates its beauty in a literary
context. This makes an additional contribution that can enrich modern linguistic
theory, especially in the study of literary language and aesthetic communication.

4. CONCLUSION

This study concludes that the Arabic linguistic tradition played a significant role in
the formation and enrichment of modern linguistic theories. Based on the results of the
analysis carried out through the three main stages of data collection, critical analysis,
and synthesis and interpretation, it was found that linguistic concepts developed by
classical Arabic linguists, such as Sibawayh, Al-Jurjani, and other figures, have a deep
relevance to contemporary linguistic theories. This tradition not only succeeds in
explaining linguistic phenomena in a systematic way, but also offers an integrative,
innovative, and often outdated approach.

One of the important contributions identified is the influence of the Arabic
linguistic tradition in the development of modern phonological theory. The analysis of
points and the way of articulation of sounds developed by Arabic linguists became the
basis for distinctive features in generative phonology. This contribution suggests that
Arabic linguists had a deep understanding of the phonetic structure of language, even
before phonology as a branch of modern linguistics developed formally. In addition, the
nazm theory proposed by Al-Jurjani provides a unique approach to syntax and
semantics, in which the relationships between elements in sentences are seen as the
primary determinants of meaning. This approach parallels modern structural
semantics that emphasizes the importance of inter-constituent relationships in
understanding linguistic meaning.

In a pragmatic dimension, the tradition of balaghah in Arabic linguistics provides
a perspective that highlights the social context, communicative intentions, and
aesthetic goals in the use of language. This study became the forerunner of modern
theory of relevance and pragmatism, which further emphasized the importance of
context in the interpretation of meaning. Furthermore, Arabic linguistics is known for
its holistic approach, in which phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
aesthetics are studied simultaneously. This approach inspired modern linguistics to
see language as an integrated system, rather than just a collection of separate elements.

The contribution of the Arabic linguistic tradition is also reflected in the
intellectual transfer that took place through the translation of the works of Arabic
linguists into Latin. In the Middle Ages, these works became the basis for linguistic
developments in Europe, particularly in the theory of grammar and semantics. This
transfer process not only enriched scientific insights in the West but also expanded the
influence of the Arab tradition in shaping global science.
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The aesthetic dimension that characterizes the Arabic linguistic tradition adds to
the complexity and depth of their contribution. In balaghah, analysis focuses not only
on the structure and function of language, but also on the aesthetic aspects and beauty
of language. This approach provides additional perspectives rarely found in modern
linguistics, particularly in the study of creative communication and literature.

Overall, the results of this study confirm that the Arabic linguistic tradition has a
rich intellectual heritage and is relevant to the development of modern linguistics. This
tradition not only plays a role in explaining past linguistic phenomena but also has
great potential to enrich current and future linguistic theories. Thus, this research not
only provides an appreciation of the contribution of the Arabic tradition but also opens
up opportunities to further explore the relationship between classical and modern
scientific traditions in understanding the complexity of language.
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