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This study aims to analyze phonological errors in the
reading skills of Arabic texts by grade VII students. Data
sources were obtained from interviews with teachers and
students, as well as recording the process of reading Arabic
texts by students. The data was then analyzed through the
identification and classification of phonological errors that
occurred. This study identified various phonological
pronunciation errors in students' Arabic reading skills,
including the change of the phoneme ¢ to ¢, such as in the
pronounced 2L, the change of the phoneme # to ¢ such as
45110 &>, and the change of the phoneme G to &, e.g. the
word 35l becomes c¢lilu. This phonological error is caused
by the limited knowledge of students in distinguishing
phonemes that have adjacent articulations, as well as the
lack of adequate reading practice, which results in
inaccuracies in the pronunciation of letters and difficulties
in understanding the meaning of reading.
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1. PENDAHULUAN

Everyone expresses their feelings, thoughts, and emotions through a tool called
language with the process of pronunciation.[1] The result of this pronunciation is
called speech, which is a sentence or part of a sentence that is spoken. Thus, the
expression of hearts, thoughts, and feelings is carried out through human speech.[2]
Language functions as a means of daily communication. Thus, language becomes a very
effective tool to convey intent, as it offers more possibilities compared to other
methods, such as body movements, gestures using flags or banners, smoke, etc.[3]
Thus, language functions as a means of communication consisting of a system of signs
or symbols produced by sounds spoken by humans and having meaning. Therefore,
learning a language is very important so that we can communicate well with others.[4]
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Expressions produced by humans are called language, which can be understood
as sounds that are spoken. In-depth research on these sounds is carried out by a branch
of linguistics known as phonology.[5] Phonology is a field of linguistics that studies,
analyzes, and discusses the sequence of sounds in a language.[6] Phonology is a branch
of linguistics that studies the sounds of language, especially speech.[7] Etymologically,
the term phonology comes from the word "fon" which means sound, and "logi" which
means science. Thus, phonology is the science that studies the sounds of speech. In
terms of the hierarchy of sound units that are the object of study, phonology is divided
into two, namely phonetic and phonemic.[8] Phonetics is a part of the study of
phonology that focuses on the analysis of language sounds without considering
whether or not those sounds have the function of distinguishing meanings. Meanwhile,
phonemics is part of the study of phonology that studies the sounds of language by
paying attention to the role of these sounds in distinguishing meanings.

The general purpose of learning a language is so that a person can use the
language properly and correctly, both orally and in writing. The ultimate goal of
learning a foreign language is to enable a person to communicate precisely, fluently,
and freely, both in oral and written form with the speaker of the language.[9] The same
purpose applies to those who learn Arabic. In addition to being a communication tool,
Arabic is also an important key to accessing various sciences, especially for Muslims.
Many books on Islam and general knowledge are written in Arabic. Moreover, the
Qur'an and Hadith, as the main source of Islamic teachings, are also written in
Arabic.[10] Therefore, to understand the content, a good and correct mastery of Arabic
is very necessary.

To be able to master Arabic well, we need to learn to read Arabic letters and write
first. Reading is an important skill that must be mastered when learning a language.
For those of us who are not native Arabic speakers, reading Arabic texts can be more
difficult than reading Latin letters. The difference in letter form and reading between
Arabic and Indonesian that uses Latin letters often causes us to make mistakes when
reading Arabic texts. Therefore, it is very important to practice reading so that we can
understand Arabic better.

Language skills are divided into four types, namely: listening skills, speaking
skills, reading skills, and writing skills. Among these language skills, reading skills
(maharah al-qgira'ah) are closely related to the study of phonology or the science of
sound. Reading is essentially a process of communication between readers and writers
through written texts, so directly in it there is a cognitive relationship between written
language and spoken language.[11] Learning reading skills needs to be taken seriously
and not only considered as an additional activity to complement other language skills.
Reading skills are essential because they help us understand information and ideas
better. If we focus on learning to read, we can be better at analyzing texts,
understanding context, and drawing conclusions. Good reading skills are not only
beneficial in learning languages but also in everyday life, where we need these abilities
to gain the right knowledge and information.

The reading and pronunciation of the text in Arabic must follow the applicable
rules. If the pronunciation does not conform to the rules, the meaning of the text may
differ. Clear and precise speech is very important because it affects the listener's
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understanding of the speaker's intent. As a fundamental part of language learning,
phonology must be studied early. Otherwise, mistakes in pronunciation can occur,
which ultimately impacts the meaning of the word. For example, mistakes in
pronouncing letters can change the meaning semantically. Therefore, learning Arabic
sounds is very important so that the pronunciation is in accordance with the correct
and easy-to-understand rules. Phonological errors fall under the category of linguistic
errors and occur at the sound level, whether in words, phrases, clauses, or sentences.
These phonological errors appear in the use of spoken language, both productively
(speaking) and receptively (listening).[12] Mistakes in reading Arabic texts can lead to
changes in meaning. This happens because the slightest change in pronunciation can
affect the meaning of the text.

Mistakes in reading Arabic texts are a common problem faced by many people,
especially for Indonesians (non-Arabs). This often happens due to differences in letters
and pronunciation, lack of practice, and lack of attention to the correct reading rules.
When a person is not familiar with Arabic, they may mispronounce certain letters,
which can eventually change the meaning of the text being read.[13] Therefore, it is
important to focus on how to learn to read Arabic. More practice, an understanding of
reading rules, and attention to proper pronunciation are essential to reduce errors.

Numerous studies have been conducted on improving Arabic reading skills,
particularly among non-native speakers. Existing research has highlighted the
significance of phonetic training, the use of digital tools, and innovative teaching
methods to address reading challenges. For example, studies have shown that
interactive learning models, such as gamification and audiovisual aids, significantly
improve students' ability to recognize and pronounce Arabic letters correctly.[14]
Furthermore, other research emphasizes the role of explicit teaching of makharijul
huruf (articulation points) and tajwid (rules of pronunciation),[15] which are essential
for accurate reading. These approaches have proven effective, especially for beginners
in learning Arabic, as they help bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and
practical application.

Grade VII students who have just graduated from elementary school often have
difficulty reading Arabic texts. This is because Arabic is a foreign language to them and
has many differences with the Indonesian they already know. As new students, they
usually only have a basic understanding of Arabic letters. However, when they start
reading longer and more complicated texts, many problems arise.

Reading Arabic texts is not as easy as reading texts in Indonesian. The letters in
Arabic have different shapes and sounds. For example, there are letters that may look
similar but are pronounced in very different ways, such as the letters "<" (tha) and "<"
(ta), or "w=" (shad) and "w" (sin). Mistakes in pronunciation like this are common.
When students pronounce the wrong letters, the meaning of the words they read can
also change.

The above description is the reason why the researcher chose class VII as a
sample in this study, because errors found in the early stages will be easier to correct.
The study focuses on grade VII students who are in an important stage in their studies,
where they begin to face more difficult material. By analyzing the errors that occur in
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this class, researchers hope to identify common patterns of errors and provide
appropriate assistance.

Mistakes that occur in grade VII can be corrected more effectively, because
students in this class are still adapting to higher learning demands. By conducting
research in grade VII, it is hoped that students can correct their mistakes before
proceeding to grade VIII.

Despite advancements in Arabic language pedagogy, gaps remain in addressing
specific challenges faced by early-stage learners, particularly Grade VII students
transitioning from elementary school. Most existing methods focus on advanced
learners or assume a foundational proficiency in Arabic. However, there is limited
research targeting the unique difficulties faced by beginners, such as letter recognition,
pronunciation inconsistencies, and reading fluency. Furthermore, the effectiveness of
integrating contextualized teaching methods, such as incorporating cultural and
linguistic comparisons between Arabic and Indonesian, remains underexplored.
Addressing these gaps by developing targeted interventions for Grade VII students can
provide a more structured pathway for mastering Arabic reading skills at an early
stage.

Therefore, it is important for teachers to pay special attention to teaching Arabic
reading skills to students. In the right way, such as regular pronunciation practice, the
use of language games, and visual aids, students can help to correct their mistakes.
With good guidance, they will more easily understand Arabic and build their
confidence. Mastering Arabic is very important, especially to understand the many
books and teachings of Islam written in this language. Thus, they will not only be better
at reading, but they will also be able to expand their knowledge and insights.

2. METHOD

This research approach uses a qualitative descriptive method to identify and
analyze errors in Arabic reading skills in students. This research aims to uncover
various forms of errors that occur in reading learning. Data was collected through
interviews with teachers and students, where students were also given Arabic texts to
read. This reading process is recorded and recorded to identify errors that occur during
reading. Recording techniques are used to document each pronunciation in detail,
while note-taking techniques help in assessing the realization of specific phonemes and
the resulting pattern of errors.[16] The data is analyzed by following several stages,
namely collecting error samples, identifying error types, classifying errors based on
their type, and explaining errors. The results of this analysis are expected to provide
in-depth insight into the challenges faced by students in reading Arabic, as well as a
reference for improving reading learning methods in schools.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Based on the results of interviews with teachers, it was revealed that students
often make mistakes in reading Arabic words, such as the pronunciation of "3s<i"
(a'udzu) which often changes to "zs<i" (auju) or "¢,39" (wazan) which is pronounced as
"o=>9" (pan). These errors indicate the challenges students face in recognizing the
correct sound of letters, thus affecting the overall meaning of the word. To correct this,
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the teacher will immediately correct the pronunciation when the mistake occurs, so
that students immediately realize and justify the mistake. Teachers emphasize that
correct pronunciation is very important because mistakes in pronunciation can change
the meaning of words, leading to misunderstandings that have an impact on students’
understanding.

Some of the factors that affect students' difficulties are the lack of experience in
learning Arabic at the basic education level and the feeling of nervousness when having
to read in front of new friends. This situation made some students feel embarrassed
when they were reprimanded by the teacher, and some even almost cried because they
felt pressured. On the other hand, when students manage to pronounce words
correctly, teachers give praise as a form of appreciation, which aims to increase
students' motivation to learn and confidence. Teachers also use creative methods such
as singing Arabic songs as a learning medium. In addition to increasing enthusiasm,
singing helps students in imitating the correct pronunciation, while reducing
nervousness or anxiety.

However, teachers admit that there is another challenge, namely students' mood
swings that often affect their interest in learning. When students are not in a good
mood, teachers often have difficulty attracting attention and building student focus.

Based on the results of the interview above, it can be concluded that Arabic
reading errors often occur among students, for example the pronunciation of the word
"39<1" which becomes "zs<i" and "¢ 39" which is pronounced as " ,>s." This error shows
the challenge of students in distinguishing the sounds of letters so that they can change
the meaning of words significantly. Teachers immediately correct mistakes as they
occur and give praise for correct pronunciation as a way to increase students’
motivation and confidence. Other factors such as lack of experience in learning Arabic
at the elementary level and a sense of nervousness also affect their performance.
Teachers also use creative methods, such as singing, to improve pronunciation and
reduce students' anxiety.

3.2. Results of interviews with 7th grade students

Based on the results of interviews with students, they admitted that they still
often have difficulty distinguishing the sounds of certain letters in Arabic, such as qaf
(¢) and kaf (&), even though they have practiced. Another challenge arises in
distinguishing some harakat, especially between kasrah and fathah, which are often
confused when reading. This difficulty shows that they need additional practice to
better understand the position and function of each harakat in order for the reading to
be more precise. Some letters that have similar shapes and sounds, such as syin (_x)
and ro () or sin (), syin (%), and shod (=), often confuse them. The sound za ()
which is similar to sa () also often causes similar errors.

In addition, students find it difficult to distinguish between dhommah and tanwin,
which is suspected because they are not fully familiar with the difference in
pronunciation between these two signs. They also find it difficult to use the letter qaf
(&) because of the qolqgolah rule which requires a certain sound reflection in order to
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pronounce it correctly. Students say that understanding the meaning of words often
helps them read more fluently. They find it easier to know the meaning of the text they
read, which encourages them to pay more attention to the sound of the words being
recited.

Another obstacle experienced by students is nervousness or anxiety when
reading Arabic texts in front of the class. Many of them admit to being worried about
making mistakes and feeling insecure, especially when their friends are paying
attention. This makes some students tend to choose to read in a low voice to avoid
embarrassment if they are wrong. They feel more comfortable receiving corrections
from friends than from teachers, because corrections from friends feel more relaxed
and do not add pressure.

On the other hand, support from classmates and family, especially parents,
provides a motivational boost for students. Some students feel more motivated and
confident when they get praise from their peers, which increases their desire to learn
better. Family support, especially from mothers, is very important for students in
fostering a passion for learning Arabic. With this encouragement, they become more
courageous in facing the challenges and difficulties faced in the learning process.

Based on the results of the interview above, it can be concluded that students face
difficulties in distinguishing the sounds of certain letters in Arabic, such as qaf (&) and
kaf (&), as well as harakat such as kasrah and fathah, which are often confused when
reading. In addition, they are often confused by letters that are similar in shape and
sound, such as syin (%) and ro (J), which require additional practice. This challenge is
exacerbated by the feeling of nervousness when having to read in front of the class, so
some students tend to speak quietly so as not to make mistakes. However, they feel
more confident and motivated with the support of friends and family, especially
parents, who help them face the challenges of learning Arabic and strengthen their
desire to continue learning and improve their reading skills.

3.1. Results of phonological error data in Arabic text reading skills of grade 7
students

B 13s azg il B0 3« Sleal SEa 11 Bl (o B3 Lt « g3 adag (D BT L AasT ol
ok Jalas 3 «suly ALAdN 1Th Ladall ada B shail Big0s (p Gaus S5 sdag (S0 3h Ak
aidZe Za) 2251 Hasls odhs Bl 10 AL el 5h ((eelade) D32 kg Baksa (o (A0S Bagd)
bl A0 A daslidls PaS Ll AL Gl sdng (36 13k Bsiall sda ) slail T i) daslsdi
90 Ga GAied (BS b dgais Bl 3h ((Gilin 1305 (155 3 Sekka 11

The text above is a reading material in Arabic reading skills that will be further
analyzed to identify various pronunciation errors that are common among grade 7
students. Based on the observation results, some students showed a certain pattern of

errors. The data shows that there are several forms of errors that often occur which
will be explained as follows:
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3.2.1. Student phonology error 1
Students have known the basic hijaiyyah letters, but there are often
pronunciation errors in reading words that sound similar. For example, the word "s&"

n Lot

is often pronounced "sJ8," and "Al" is pronounced as "%l." In addition, the word
" 3<all" is often pronounced as "Jsd)," . In the word " _BU" Student often pronounces it
as """ and in "_&," he changes the pronunciation to "J4." On the other hand, "
becomes "Jiu¥)." The word "&k" is pronounced as "sik," while "dslaw" becomes
"Jraw)." In addition, the word "4asla" is read as "4ela" and "¢ ss<" becomes "¢ ." In the
word "al" Student pronounces it as "&!". These errors signify the student challenge
in distinguishing the sounds of similar letters.

3.2.2. Student Phonology Errors 2

The student shows an understanding of the basic hijaiyyah letters, but some
phonological errors still occur in the pronunciation of words. The word " #3 " is often
read as "e® ". In addition, in "&&ie," Student often reads it as "dwie " and ")
becomes "sisW." Other errors include "35wY1" which reads as "2\wY!, Syifa also often
pronounces " ,s<all" as " ,sdl,”. Then, in the word "&k," Student pronounced it as "sk."

3.2.3. Student phonology error 3

Students have mastered most of the hijaiyyah letters but still suffer from
phonological errors in some words that resemble their pronunciation. For example, the
word "3l is often pronounced as "iu¥)." In addition, the word "&W)" becomes
"ssW)." The student also had trouble distinguishing between the word "&w," which is
read as "dilw," and "us<l" into "usd)." The pronunciation of "as&" is often pronounced
as "ada," as well as the word "g24," as "gaw)."

3.2.4. Student phonology error 4

The student has been able to recognize the basic hijaiyyah letters, but still often
experiences phonological errors in the pronunciation of some words. Mistakes often
appear in the word "\%," which is pronounced as "1 }®," and "3i¥1" becomes " Jtiud)."
The word "s<!" is often changed to "ss«)," as well as the word "#1" is read as "ial."
In addition, "&d)" is pronounced as "sisW". Other errors include the word "@w"
changing to "dils," as well as "_&I" being read as " "

3.2.5. Student phonology error 5

The student has understood most of the hijaiyyah letters, but there are still many
mistakes in the pronunciation of the word. For example, the word "s3" is often
pronounced "s3#," and the word "&1" is pronounced as "%l." In addition, the word
" JBU" changed to "J24,". Another error appears in the word "diie" which reads "dwis "
as well as "3l to "siud)." The pronunciation of "&k" is also often pronounced as
"e15," while the word " ,s<!" is pronounced as "Jsl\." In the word " ¢ad.," Ike reads it
as "),

3.2.6. Student phonology error 6

Students have a good foundation in knowing hijaiyyah letters, but there are still
frequent phonological errors in the pronunciation of words. Some examples of errors
include the word "&W)" becoming "sW)". Another mistake is that the word "Js<all" is
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pronounced "us«d" and "a&" becomes "adR." The word "g&J)" is also often
pronounced as "g," and "@Ww" is pronounced as "&i." Another mistake appears in
the word "8_,9<al)," which is pronounced as "8 _gdl".

The phonological errors produced by the students are summarized in the table
below:

Table 1: List of Pronunciation Errors Generated

by Students

Error Classification Words rllﬂ(;?;lktcsiation
@5-\ ‘5\:-‘
Al sl
LB 3l
Shas! ol
sssadl sgud!
faud!  Bad!
Sl bl
S G
Ao | Jeal

Phoneme changes il adle
e
Bgsall  Bysuddl
Sl sl
s 3
AL ssbs
pals pola
¥l
]| s
Bueud! Blew
Jeclowl  Jaoul

Phoneme reduction ol ol
rml_fz-Jl pals
JleS JeS
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L AL
Jeelow!  Jelowl
Al dwdd
Wild il
pals> pus

Addition of phonemes _JlL, s

Discussion

al-Aswat science in Arabic is a branch of linguistics that studies sound, both
phonetics and phonemics. Phonetics focuses more on the analysis of sounds without
paying attention to function or meaning, while phonetics studies sound that have a role
in distinguishing meanings, such as the difference in the words 4—iand 4—& caused
by the phonemic difference between the letters ain and qaf. This shows that the ability
to distinguish phonemes is important in avoiding pronunciation errors that can
significantly change the meaning of words.

Based on the results of the analysis of phonological errors in reading Arabic texts
experienced by students, we can observe that many pronunciation errors are caused
by a lack of sensitivity in distinguishing similar sounds in Arabic. This includes errors
in distinguishing phonemes such as dwith J, ue witho« , and gwith ¢. For example,
students tend to replace the word "s3" with "e3," as well as " JBU" with "_2U." Likewise,
students often change the word "\&" to "1J8." This error indicates a challenge for
students in distinguishing phonemic sounds that are articulatively close together.

This study has similarities with the research of Nurul Hidayah et al. which also
focuses on the analysis of phonological errors in Arabic text reading skills. These two
studies use the same categories in analyzing pronunciation errors, namely phoneme
changes, phoneme deletion, and phoneme addition. Thus, this study also presents the
findings of phonological errors in reading Arabic texts in a similar form, following the
approach that has been applied in the research of Nurul Hidayah et al. as a reference.

When compared to previous research, such as those conducted by Nurul Hidayah
et al at the Darul Muttaqin Islamic Boarding School, a similar pattern of errors was
found, where students had difficulty prociting phonemes whose articulations were
located close together. They found changes in the phonemes /¢/to /¢,/¢/to /T/, and
/wa/ to /us/, which were also seen in this study. For example, in the first mistake,
Salsabila often changed the word " @w" to "dilw," which is similar to the results of Nurul
Hidayah et al's research in terms of changing the sound of words with similar
phonemes, namely @s! todsl).[17] Then it was also supported by the research of
Ratna Asih et al,, in their research there were similar errors. The letters (& and & are
indeed almost similar, and this often causes confusion in pronunciation. Both have a
close sound origin: the letter 3 comes from the base of the tongue, close to the
esophagus and produces a stronger or more assertive sound. On the other hand,
dcomes from the center of the tongue that touches the softer part of the palat, creating
a lighter sound.[18]
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In Darwis.'s research, a similar error was found in which the qof phoneme //
changed to kaf /4/. This error arises when students pronounce letter sounds with a
change in the position of the tongue; The gof sound that should be produced from the
base of the tongue touching the back ceiling is instead pronounced like kaf, which uses
the base of the tongue a little more forward. As a result, the sound of /q/ changes to
/k/.[19]

The second mistake in this study is the change of the phoneme gto the phoneme
¢. Such as the word gbkbecomes sk The same was found in the research of Nurul
Hidayah et al and the research of Darvis, namely the error of the words W sand g
which changed to U lands¥ . This phoneme has a slight difference because the places
where the letters come out are almost close together. The phoneme gcomes out of the
middle throat and the phoneme scomes out of the base of the throat which is lighter
in pronunciation.

The third mistake is that a similar error was found between the change of the
phoneme zto ¢. One example In this study, the word 4asais pronounced 4ada, And in
the research of nurul hidayah lafad g3éis read 38 This error occurs because the
outgoing places of the letters of the two phonemes are almost close together. The
phoneme ¢ comes out of the middle of the throat while the phoneme ¢ comes out from
the base of the throat.

The fourth error, which is a similar error, is found to change the phoneme Ji to
o+, Like 4disbecomes 4wile, Similar to the research of Nurul Hidayah et al, which is
read Aiwall, The phonemes of the two have a very slight difference because the exit
points are close together. The letter 4 comes out of the middle of the tongue and is
pronounced with emphasis and blows more. While the letter ¢« comes out from the tip
of the tongue which is close to between the upper and lower incisors so that it blows
less. According to Darwis, this error occurred because students pronounced the sound
of the letter syin (u4) which should have been produced through the middle of the
tongue that touched the roof of the mouth, but instead it was pronounced with the tip
of the tongue approaching the base of the upper incisors like the sound of sin (). As a
result, the sound of /sy/ changes to /s/.

The fifth error in this study occurred when students pronounced words like (A3
into sl Although these two letters have similar sounds, each has a different outlet in
the throat. The letter zis produced from the middle of the throat, thus producing a
deeper sound, while ¢ is derived from the upper throat, with the tongue touching the
soft palate, resulting in a more "panting” sound.

The sixth mistake, which is a similar mistake, is that the student makes a mistake
in pronouncing &to 2. In this study, there was a phoneme error in reading _&\to U,
Then in the research of Ratna et al, the same error was also found, namely the word
JAllis pronounced i These two letters have almost the same pronunciation, so they
often confuse students. Based on where it exits, the letter 3is pronounced with the tip
of the tongue touching the top of the front teeth. In contrast, for the letter &, the tip of
the tongue is slightly more advanced and touches the tip of the upper tooth.

Thus, this small difference makes the sound of & sound more pronounced than 2,
which makes it more susceptible to mispronunciation when learning Arabic. Seventh
error, a mispronunciation of the phoneme o2 to o« was found. As in the words 3_s<all
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read 3.5\, In the research of ratna et al, a similar thing was also found where the word
dawiall was pronounced 4wwidall, These two letters do have similarities in their
pronunciation, so it often makes it difficult for students, especially beginners, to
distinguish them. In terms of the place of exit (makharijul letters), these two letters
come from the tip of the tongue that almost touches the lower front teeth. These subtle
differences lead to errors in prociting the two more often in the early stages of learning
Arabic.

Then it is followed by an analysis of errors about long and short vowels or the
reduction and addition of phonemes. Long vowels that should be pronounced long but
pronounced short, and vice versa with short vowels that are pronounced into long
vowels. In previous research, there were several errors such as the word dalad)
becoming dad), And in this study, similar errors were also found such as in the word
Jus to Jas. In both lafads, there is either a reduction in the phoneme, namely the alif
phoneme (!). On the other hand, there is also an error in the reduction of thed! . This
mistake is when students throw away the reading of J' on a lafad. For example, the
word _Wiallis read JMalswithout any J). Or read the word ! into 4. Students'
phonological errors are caused by limited knowledge in distinguishing adjacent
phonemes.

4. CONCLUSION

The conclusion of this study shows that grade VII students experience various
phonological errors in Arabic text reading skills, which are caused by limitations in
distinguishing letter sounds and lack of adequate reading practice. Analysis of
interviews with teachers and students and recording of the reading process identified
pronunciation errors such as phoneme changes that could change meaning. This
mistake reflects the challenges students face in understanding. These errors illustrate
the challenges they face in understanding the correct pronunciation, especially since
some letters have close articulation positions. Therefore, this study highlights the
importance of more effective teaching and additional exercises so that students can
improve their reading and pronunciation skills in Arabic.
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